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Resources to support quality thinking�
Western Canadian Learning Network�

October 22 2021�
	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

“…[a]	beautiful	question	shapes	a	beautiful	mind.	The	ability	to	ask	
beautiful	questions,	often	in	very	unbeautiful	moments,	is	one	of	
the	great	disciplines	of	a	human	life.	And	a	beautiful	question	starts	
to	shape	your	identity	as	much	by	asking	it	as	it	does	by	having	it	
answered.”	(David	White)	
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@tc2thinks

warren@tc2.ca

www.tc2.ca

The Critical Thinking 
 Consortium

Brent.Sawatzky@sd23.bc.ca

www.wcln.ca

Search	for	
“TC2”	
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Stay connected

warren@tc2.ca

Warren Woytuck

@tc2thinks

www.tc2.ca

The Critical Thinking Consortium

We are a non-profit organization of Partner groups and Individual members 
dedicated to supporting critical, creative and collaborative thinking.

Thank you!

Register	
www.tc2.ca	
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A.  Define	the	word	community.	
B.  What	are	the	effects	of	climate	change?	
C.  Decide	which	event	was	the	most	significant	in	BC’s	history.	
D.  Which	graph	would	you	choose	to	show	the	data?	Explain	

your	answer.		
E.  Using	the	clues	from	the	text,	make	a	believable	prediction	

about	what	might	happen	next.		

Which	of	these	questions	and	tasks	most	effectively	invite	
quality	thinking?		

	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

How	can	we	nurture	
quality	thinking?		

Identify	at	least	
four	practical	
and	powerful	
ideas	that	can	
help	nurture	
quality	thinking.	
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Learners	demonstrate	quality	thinking	when	they…	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

Students	demonstrate	quality	thinking	when	they:	
	

•  make	reasoned	judgments	about	what	to	do	and	
what	to	think	in	relation	to	discipline-related	concepts	
and	contexts;	

•  consistently	consider	the	criteria	or	grounds	for	a	
thoughtful	decision	or	conclusion	and	not	simply	
guess	or	repeat	content;	and		

•  	use	relevant	intellectual	tools	to	deepen	their	
thinking	in	increasingly	self-regulated	ways.	

	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	
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What	practices	nurture	quality	thinking?	

•  Design	questions	and	challenges	that	invite	learners	
to	make	reasoned	decisions	

•  Invite	thinking	early	and	often	
•  Teach	the	tools	for	quality	thinking	

Examples:	
•  Bring	a	wine	that	
complements	tonight’s	
dinner.	

•  What	was	the	least	
important	thing	you	
learned	at	school	today?		

•  Create	an	effective	title	
for	your	paragraph.	

•  Work	collaboratively	with	
a	friend	to	solve	the	
problem.	

Non-examples:	
•  Bring	wine	for	tonight’s	

dinner.	
•  What	did	you	learn	at	

school	today?	
•  Create	a	title	for	your	

paragraph.	
•  Work	with	a	friend	to	

solve	the	problem.	
	

Create	a	definition	of	problematizing	using	the	non-
examples	and	examples.	
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The image cannot be displayed. Your computer may not have enough memory to open the image, or the image may have been corrupted. Restart your computer, and then open the file again. If 
the red x still appears, you may have to delete the image and then insert it again.

List	the	effects	of	the	treaties	
on	Indigenous	communities.		

Describe	the	most	significant		
effects	of	the	treaties	on	
Indigenous	communities.			

How	are	these	ideas	different?	 What	are	the	least	obvious	
differences?	

Describe	the	decision	making	
process	in	ancient	Athens.		

Create	a	powerful	analogy	to	
describe	the	decision	making	
process	in	ancient	Athens.		

In	what	ways	can	individuals	and	
groups	contribute	to	positive	
change	in	the	world?	

What’s	one	meaningful	
contribution	that	you	could	make		
to	positive	change	in	the	world?	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

•  Signals	the	type	of	thinking	required	by	the	task	
•  Leads	to	the	development	of	criteria	
•  Requires	“thinking	through	the	content”	
•  Encourages	multiple	plausible	answers	
•  Invites	and	affirms	student	voice	
•  Provides	a	target	for	students	
•  Guides	assessment		
•  Provides	openings	for	meaningful	differentiation	

What	are	the	most	important	benefits	of	
problematizing?		

What	are	the	consequences	of	
habitat	degradation?		

Which	are	the	most	significant	
consequences	of	habitat	
degradation?		
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Coming	soon!		
Science-related	inquiry	projects	(e.g.,	Science	3-11,	
Science	for	Citizens)		
	

1.  Two-eyed	seeing	(x2)	
2.  How	are	local	ecosystems	impacted	by	climate	

change?		
3.  What’s	the	relationship	between	ecosystem	health	

and	climate	change?		

Coming	soon!		
Senior	math-related	inquiry	projects	
	

1.  Using	mathematical	symbols	and	relationships	to	
communicate	important	ideas		

2.  Using	angles	to	plan	an	adventure		
3.  Using	trigonometric	functions	to	describe	objects		
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Coming	soon!		
Humanities-related	inquiry	projects	
	

•  Residential	schools:		
o  Why	did	it	happen?	
o  What	should	everyone	know?		
o  What	were	the	consequences?		

•  Equity	and	anti-oppression	
o  Identity	and	intersectionality	
o  Being	an	effective	ally	
o  Accessible	activism	
o  Mental	health	and	equity	

Introduction	to	
lesson	(hook)	

Share	lesson	
objectives		

Teach	background	
knowledge	

Student	practice	

Demonstration	of	
learning	

What	kind	of	thinking	
would	students	
demonstrate?		
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The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

Pose	an	invitation	
to	think		

Nurture	reflective	
meaning	making	

Invite	students	to	
form	initial	
thoughts	

Engage	students	
in	learning	tools	
and	content	

Prompt	students	
to	revisit	their	
initial	thinking		

Engage	students	
in	learning	tools	
and	content	

Prompt	students	
to	revisit	their	

thoughts		

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	
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The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	

“Pedagogy	should	at	its	best	be	about	
what	teachers	do	that	not	only	helps	
students	to	learn	but	actively	strengthens	
their	capacity	to	learn.”		(David	Hargreaves)	
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The	Tools	 Indicators	
Relevant	
knowledge	
	
Criteria	for	judgment	

Critical	thinking	
vocabulary	

Thinking	tools	

Habits	of	mind	

How	well	do	students	draw	upon	accurate	and	
relevant	information	required	by	a	question	or	
a	challenge?	

How	effectively	do	students	use	appropriate	
criteria	to	make	reasoned	judgments?	

How	well	do	students	understand	and	use	key	
thinking	concepts?	

How	effectively	do	students	use	thinking	tools	
to	respond	to	the	question	or	challenge?	

How	consistently	and	effectively	do	students	
exhibit	key	dispositions?	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	
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Competency-related	inquiry	projects:		
1.  Which	stories	are	worth	learning	more	about?		
2.  What	voices	need	to	be	heard?		
3.  Which	stories	are	worth	learning	more	about?		
4.  What	does	the	story	really	say?		
5.  What	can	you	learn	from	an	image?	
6.  How	can	you	show	empathy?	
7.  What	really	happened?	Analyzing	and	summarizing	

different	accounts	
8.  What’s	the	best	way	to	respond	to	emotions	when	I	

am	learning?		
9.  What	is	the	hidden	message?		
10.  Which	quotations	are	the	most	effective?	
11.  What’s	the	best	way	to	organize	your	evidence?			

Coming	soon!		
Competency-related	inquiry	projects:		
	

•  Data	literacy	(Science)	
o  Framing	powerful	questions		
o  	Reading	laterally	to	check	reliability	
o  Selecting	reliable	sources		
o  	Making	inferences	and	observations	from	data	
o  Using	graphic	representations	to	effectively	

communicate	ideas		
•  Social		

o  Assessing	historical	commemorations	
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Explore!	

www.tc2.ca	

Thinking	
tools	

The	Critical	Thinking	Consortium	


