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Inquiry Question  
 
How do you build a colour palette for my fashion design? 

 

Name: ___________________________    Date: ____________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

General Instructions  
Background considerations: 
 

In developing a fashion line, a designer will often start with an inspiration and then create 
illustrations. Part of this process would be to come up with a colour palette. For this project you 
will focus on this part of the process.  
 
In Unit 1 of this course, the following video was introduced: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfnVCf8FEQE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfnVCf8FEQE
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Before you begin this project,  you should watch the video again. 
 
Justine Leconte, a fashion designer, suggests you look at your mood board and ask yourself 4 
questions: Are the colours  warm or cold? Harmonious or contrasting? Light or dark (perhaps a 
combination), and are they Bright or dull (perhaps both)?  
For this project you will choose two photos-one that is harmonious and the other that is 
contrasting.  
 
Justine used this image for her first example which is harmonious, monochromatic and calming to 
the eye. 
 

 
 
The second image she choice was an image of graffiti, which showed more contrast in the colours. 
For this example, she picked 4  colours and then played with the proportions to create a classic 
palette. To create a more modern palette, she changed the proportions of the same colour. A 
classic palette will use more earthy tones, where as a  modern palette will use brighter, “louder” 
colours. 
 

 
 
Step one-choose your photos. 
 
Step 2-Take a trip to a homebuilding store and collect paint swatches of color that work with your 
photo. You may also choose to use coloring crayons, but you will receive a set with a wide range of 
colours 
 
Step 3-Create your palette. Display it with your photo. Write a paragraph on how you would 
choose your colours (what do you see in the photo), why you chose the proportions you did, and 
the feeling you are trying to achieve with the colors you have selected 
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Step 4-Describe the outfit you would design with this palette-provide a brief description and 
explanation.  
 
Step 5. A paragraph reflecting on the process. If you need help reflecting on the process, you can 
use the following statements to help guide your reflection  

 In making this project I learned.... 
 I found it interesting.... 
 I was most challenged by.... 
 After creating this project I am more curious about.... 

 
Rubric 

 

3 2 1 
Photos 
(represents 
moodboard) 

Two photos chosen-one 
harmonious and the other 

contrasting 

Two photos chosen one 
should be harmonious 
and the other 
contrasting 

Missing a photo 

Websites  Colors chosen are inline with 
colours in the image 

Some of the colors are 
not found in the image 

You do not have 
the same colours in 
your palette as in 
the photo 

Proportions Excellent job creating an 
image with a balance of the 
right proportions of colour 

Some of the colours are 
not in proportion with 
each other or with what 
is happening in the 
photo 

Proportions are 
completely off 

Explanation of 
design 

Excellent 
justification for 

your  design 

A few points were given 
about the design you 
would choose 
 

Little or no design 
provided 

Reflective 
Paragraph 

Excellent reflection. You 
clearly have given the 
process a lot of thought 

You have made some 
good connections with 
the process.  

Little effort or 
thought was given 
to the process 

Possible score 15 
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Materials you’ll need:  

 Paint swatch/coloring pencils 

 Glue 

 Camera 

 

  

Project submission:  

Please complete your projects (2 pictures), and take a picture with your color palette, and along 
with the written requirements, upload them to the submission area below. 

 

 

 

 

 


