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Inquiry Question  

Are people born as a blank slate and shaped by their experiences? John Locke 
argues people are born ‘tabula rasa’ or people are born as a blank slate and 
their experiences build their knowledge.  

 
    

Name: ___________________________    Date: ____________     
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General Instructions  
Consider John Locke’s idea that people are born ‘tabula rasa’ or in other words as a blank slate. 
Review Locke’s argument and the counter arguments. You need to research this in depth.  

Weigh the different perspectives and come to a decision, are people born with inherent traits or are 
they a product of their environment and experiences?  

Keep in mind a philosophy paper is very different from a typical essay. You must make you are 
defining terms and explain the theories being presented in your own words, in detail and cited as 
you would for paraphrasing. See the following outline: http://www.columbia.edu/~msj5/outlining.htm 
  

  

It is very important to use direct quotes from your research and it is vital that you are following the 
APA guidelines for your intext citations as well as your references list at the end of the essay. 

 

Follow this outline when planning your essay 

First, introduce the thinkers and terms/ theories you will writing about. 

Second, outline the argument for ‘tabula rasa’. 

Third, outline the most compelling counter arguments.  

Fourth, what do you think is the case, are we born ‘tabula rasa’ or? 

 

(keep in mind Academic writing is formal in tone and meant to be objective, using cited sources to 
support an argument or position. This assumes the focus is not the author, but rather the writing 
(“this essay”, “this report”, “this literature review”). 

http://blogs.ubc.ca/writingcentre/files/2013/01/Tutor-project-Avoid-First-Person-POV.pdf 

 

 

 

  
Materials you’ll need:  

● brain 
● internet connection 
● word processor 
● computer 

  
Project submission:  

Hand in your essay with your reference page.  

http://www.columbia.edu/%7Emsj5/outlining.htm
http://blogs.ubc.ca/writingcentre/files/2013/01/Tutor-project-Avoid-First-Person-POV.pdf
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upload to the Moodle hand in bin. 

Review 

Here are some links to review the concept of ‘tabula rasa’ https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rationalism-
empiricism/ 

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Tabula_rasa 

Review the following videos from the course: 

 

 

It is very important to use direct quotes from your research and the course materials and it is vital that 
you are following the APA guidelines for your intext citations as well as your references list at the end 
of the essay. Review the following course page for details on this: 

https://wcln.ca/mod/page/view.php?id=30739 
 
Here is another great resource to review for APA formatting: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_for
mat.html 

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rationalism-empiricism/
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rationalism-empiricism/
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Tabula_rasa
https://wcln.ca/mod/page/view.php?id=30739
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5C-s4JrymKM

