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PosTLARD . FORGIVE ME IF
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| CAN'T FATHOM ouT HOW You
WERE AWARE OF MY FIRST,
BROKEN cuP, SKETCH FOR THIS
CARp. 1OON'T REMEMBER
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WHAT'S GOING oN7How IN THE WoRLD
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THI4 15 TMPOSSIBLE, AND YET 1T MusT BE TQUE
THECQE WAS NO ONE 'N MY STUuDW ALl THAT WEEK,
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Sabine

1 a= an honourable man (moet of the time),.and although I could spend thia whole
letter asking you sore gueations.! will hold back,do the right thing and spill

my life story. But it's going to seem avfully dull compored to your colorful
existence. 1 se¢ what you mean about getting shy...! feel like clisbing under

the carpet,

¥y mother was Izalian-lrish, my father Homgarian-Scottish,lwas born in Dublin,

and vhen 1 was cne,ve moved to England, As you might guess,] wouldn't know =y
naticnality if it care up and bit me,

we lived off the Nollowsy R3,in darkeat Londen. Our amall back-te-back Victorian
house wvas as dissally predictable as the others in the row,at least from the
cutside. The inside vas siightly different. Cur house was & tesple to The Bock,
We owrded thousands,nay millicne of books, They lined the walls filled the cupboards,
and turned the floce into a maze far moce ee{lu thas Maspeton Court's. Books
culed cur lives. They vere cur demi-gods. Occasionally,l'd come hose to & re-
enactment of The Battle of Britain in the front roce, My beloved parents would be
flying round 1ike o pair of desented fighter planes,shricking and spitting vence
at ane ancther. My father would be wearing his traditional uniform of socks

and moth-eaten dressing gowm and my mother her leson carpet slippera and housecost,
My entrance would make mo difference to their dogfight ,but when coe of thee
accidertallyland (nevitably)knecked cver a plile of books,they'd stop instantly
and unite to examine the onfont of the damajge.

Life comtinued in this pleasant vein until the day =y parents 9ot run dowe by a
newvapaper van that thoughtlesaly sourted the pavesent in Ialington High St.

It ssunds heartless but looking back,! would say that this was my great salvation,
because at 15 I was vhisked off to live with ny mother's stepeister in Totres,
Devon. Vereker was a potter,and the kindest perscn I've ever met, The ficrst

thing she sazked me wvas whether I wanted to carty on with acheel or learn to pot,
No ane bad ever asked me what I vanted to do befoce. 1 would have made her =y
fdol if she'd let me. Instesd,I became her appressice.

Some people find it hard to mowe from the big city te the countey,but foe me it
vas & piece of cake, Nt only did I fall for Vereker, but also for the town of Totnes.
In that green and pleasant land the clder ia 8o strong you have to hold cn to

the bar as you drink it, T spent ) blizaful yeacs in Vecekec's house guietly
being inatructed cn how 20 use =y hands and sy eyesa. Eventually ahe convinced

Pr.C



mo that 1 needed Lo broaden sy akillas and sy horizons and packed we off to
Bristol Art College to become a fine artist,

At college everyone was painting big flat canvases and becoming wizacds

with saaking tape. To my discredit,! joined the geometric shoep,vhen all I veally
wanted to do vas become a cross betwveen Leonardo and Resbeandt. I'm forgetting...
you probably sawv for yourself how dazzlingly droary my stuff was, My spell at
college wamn's totfally wasted, becouse T met Sacah,sy Cirat real glelfeiend,

and in the aix scnths we were Logether,sy heelizons became bDroader.

Whees 1 left Briatel,! returned to Toinea,even though Vereker by then had mowed
to the States. I1'd only been back a couple of weeks vhen scmoone called to Sell
me that Vereker had died suddenly.of a Brain tuser,in New York. ! atood

in that cold listle hall for ages,paralyzed with lonelineas, Lasing =y parents
had barely touched melthey were only cartoon characters)but Vereker wos & real
person. I didn't undecrstand how she could leave mo like that,

1f I had grieved,I'd have probably been okay. Instead,] sunk into a dack,drowning
depreasion and atayed there foc almost three ronths, Remsgbering it now still
sakes po nush, It was & lawvyer's letter that finally made me sucrface. Vereker had
left me her money.and the combination of dealing with practicalities and realizing
how much she cared for me forced =¢ oo %0 dry land, I came beck %o the world
changed, 1 had an inner drum and 1 vas going o macch, I decided to use my
inheritance to mowe back o London and set up CRYPHON CASDE which vaas to be
dedicated to my idiceyncratic vision of the universe.

And that's where I an now, Beavering away,

1 presuse you can't see my writing as well as my picturea,ce posting this letter
would be superflucus. Any (dea why St's only sy images you see? And vhy 1 can't
poe yours? Tell me more about your islands,and tell me vhat you do. Did you
become your dad's official fllustcator? 1 can's expcons 5o you how pleased 1 an
that yeu're out thece, Since Yecekefr died,I've been alore. Now that you're
there and have been all along,I feel wvhole agaln,

You don't think we're twins seperated ot birth.do you? Or is that too sisple?

GREFN
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TWIN THEORY 15 BLOWN — | WAS
DEFINITELY A SINGLE BI@TH |
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Sabine
It i3 all very wvell for you to take this telepathic link betueen us matter-of-
foctly. You've had years to adjust 2o it. And no doudt your soclety teaches
patience and acceptance, Xine teaches ctaesaive logical enguiry. I'm just sticking
Lo =y peogramming, No,that's ungenerous of me, I promise to grit sy teeth and try
to allow things 2o uafold as they will.
I'm kicking myself for nor figueing out that you were the stamp designer. Looking
back at the cards it's cowiocus. When 1 saw the parrot postcard the firat time,
! asaumed you copied Lt from the stamp. I apologise for grossly undecestimating
your talents. What a great job you have. You wouldn't care to awap,weuld you?
Those college geometric paintings of mine had no hidden language to thes, They
vere an example of what hagpena when you take an intecesting comdept through to
its ultimate conclusion. It's meaningless, Forgel about thes: it embarrasses me
to think of thes, Art for art's sake is beat guarantined here in the old world,
1 crave an act that passicostely tranacends the mundane instesd of being a
device foe aelf-deception,
Enought! I'11 tell you about myself.althcugh I'm not cectain what there ia to say.
1 don't have any close friends. | keep sy own company seat evenings. I work
in the studio...
Maybe this isn't the best way t0 go about it, 1'm making myself soumd
appallingly dull, I'l] try again: Yeatecday ! vas in town [(the center of London)
during the aftecncon,talking with a caed distributor. I didn't want to 90 back
to the atudic,sc 1 shastled into the National Callery. I reckoned 1 had ten
minutes befoce the quards atarted slinging us cut. When I've only 9ot a sheet
period of time uk*hat. I pick a painting and try to disasclve =yself imto ic,
Without conclously saking any decision,. sy feet took me to Facle Uocello's
'Goorge and the Dragon'. Do you know 1t7 1'd been standing in front of iyfee
avhile,my mind a vacuum,when I had one of those moments of profoundly abocking
insight .There waz my life 1aid out befcce me: I charge arcund on a toy vhite
hocse, lance in hand,wearing funmy ahining arsor that wouldn't peotect me from
s cigarette lighter,let alone & dragon's breath, 1 attack these pet dragons,
in order %o releose besutiful maidecs,vho will,! assume revard me. They,hovever,
ace utterly indiffecent. They don't care to be released,and I've been fooling
syself vith a fake sense of purpose. Like Seorge,my back is turned to an infinite
aky filled with viclent spirals of silver clouds.

PTo



Aa you might guess,this revelation had scsething of a Seflating effoct ca sy
mood,and § trailed out into Trafalgar Square determined to take it out oa the
pigecea, But hounding the winged rats sade me fool 1ike St.Gearge again,
Defeated and utterly glocewy,! crawlod onte a number 14 bus and headed home to
Scuth End Green. I tried to paint,but ot nowhere, 1 put oo acew jazz.made
myself a poached egg on toaat ,and gave myself over to self-pity,

I'm making a joke of this,but I's worried. Waves of depresalcn are washing cvee
me.1've stacted to see Vereker in crowds,and I feel like I'm sligping into oy
drowning poel,

it'a only your cards and letters that keep me geing,

I was finding £ hard to get over the idea of there being other wen in your life
when 1 resched the part in your letter about oy erotic dravings. I stopped
being jealcus. We were lovers and I hadn't realized (2. The draowings weren't of
Sarah; they were of you,

How atrange to have a pager love,

Make sure you look after yourself,

All my love
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SABINE SEPT 29
WHEN You FoUuNDME, | .
THOUGHT MY LONELINESS \
HAPD GONE FoR Gool.! wAS
KIDOING MYSELE.
IPESPERATELY DESIRE YouR
COMPANY. | HAVEN'T TALKED To
ANYONE IN THREE DAYS.

| WAS SURE | WAS GOINGTo START
SEEING YouR PICTURES LIKE You
SEE MINE . I'VE TRIED %o HARD.|'vE
CONCENTRATED, |'VE MEDITATE P,
I1'VE PONE EVEQYrHING EXCEPT
STAND oN MY HEAD, £ | GET NOTHING,
NOT A FLICKER. AND | THINK My
OWN WORK 15 GOoING STALE,

I HAVEN'T PRODUCED ANYTHING
WORTHWHILE FOR WEEKS =

AND MY STOMACH HURTS. PATHETIC ISN'T 1T (ARN'T 1) 7
SEND ME SOMETHING FRoM THE ISLANDS , 7omz=;3-a MAGIC THAT
WILL HEAL My AILING Soul.

HOoWw CAN | MISS YOU THIS BADLY WHEN WE ‘'VE NEVER MmET ?

Frankie and Johnny Love GQRiFEiN

SABINE STROHEM
Po.RoX ONE F
KATIE

S1CMON 15L5.
SoUTH PACIFIC

Par avion
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%
=
—
e







~”~

jro’ S /w';:]ou tab

é(]ou oAow € J("‘Q~7 /o;ctur(; there s

ajood réeasoss . \)otqet'u;ej u;llfpau¢f

afone camnel make tku}j, hapgpen.

As ,Cﬂ/au/ ssavk buo:j slale, / d:';u/«,r((.
IShal /see is nol staleness, &5 change .
I/u/]uu --10v4:‘j l‘o)/m/ dark sside.

'\.:l.u/f 70«4-0’ J‘Id.{o:.) A Chrance (o s Jc‘l.ll

ibseld. Vo saidd that Cryphow cavds
D b

was dedicaled (‘o].-z./f,cfc.:f:b'on 7(.

{&‘: ;.\A;Jgt/,t‘ — é"’l.'n /c‘l' (4‘ (-.1./.{)

" (./( i€ J the g ‘u"

/J/IA“J "’Q-}';C A’~’\’fk, Ore /Jltzﬂ-{;\'-dl‘,‘.
S

'7“}“4 aesd | o dd Real eack olher.

- ‘ ‘ 15 (“‘
® ~ _ of/. Y| o - . )
Lowrffin Moss, 41 Veals Av.
4 R/ /
’ 4 - g s
P e T v ""I_; EnNgdan .«{
=







Nov 24

SABINE,

THI$ PLACE ISWEARING 3l
ME DOWN . | FIND ITHARDER LA
AND HARDER To GET UPIN
THE MoRNING,! NEVEX USEDR
To BE LIKE THIS. I WAS ALWAYS
DISGUSTINGLY BRIGHT A% oo AS
MY EYES OPENED V'VE STARTED
To HATE THi15 CITY. THIS COUNTRY
ALL THESE STufPiP oFLE
| ALMOST GOT INTO A FIGHTIN A
CAFE YESTERPDPAY. ! WAS SICK OF
BEING ALTERNATELY IGNORED £

r 4
ABUSED BY THE WAITER AND A‘ AVION MA“—
WAITRESS. | WAS OVERTAKEN By =4

ry g y 4
AN ANGER LIKE NOTHING I VE EVER

EXPERIENCED BEFORE. | STACTED YELLING AND KICKING crmiRs . | QUESS

| EINALLY SNAPPED.

My DAYS ARE BARREN BuT My NIGHTS AQE MEADY WITH YouU.

| WANT To KNOW WHAT vou LOOK LIKE. wiks YouU SEND ME A
PHoTOGRAPH 7

The Blind Leading the Blind ALL MY LOVE GRIFFiN
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SARINE STKOH
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SABINE -
THINGS HAVE BECOME 0O
DIFFICULT - | MUSTN'T WRITE
AGAIN - THI§ WHOLE AFFAIR HAS
GOoTTEN Teo INTENSE . TeO REAL
SABINE, Yyou poN'T EXI5T:

| INVENTED YouU. you , THE CARDS,
THE STAMPS THE 1SLANDS, You 'RE
A FIGMENT OF MY IMACINATION.
| WAS LONELY AND | WANTED A
FRIENDG . BUT I'M ALMOST OUT oF

coNTROL. I'VE STALTED To THINK
"M 1IN LOVE WiITH You.

BeFoRE T TAKES ME OVER T HAS
To SToPf.
GooOBYE.

GRYPHON CARDS

GRIFFN

Piarrotl's Last Stand

o
As







jrf%/@’
'Foof‘d'SA ae, )/oru cast noll Ticorr me
o a /04 Py - 6¢'cuu;¢/yau are
’[y.v'jlufé«ea(. )/uu oo ol ddsmrss a rnwese

at ldlll-.m.

/7[/014 swld nol” jote, e —

#&1 /[ shaid come {B/au 5

Ja,éu;(




These postcards and letters were found pinned to the ceiling
of the otherwise empty studio of Griffin Moss.

Griffin Moss is missing,.



It all started with a aysteri-
ous and seeningly innocent
postcard, but from that point
nothing was to remain the
same in the life of Griffin
Noss, a quiet, solitary
artist living in London
His logical, methodical
world was suddenly
turned upside down
by a strangely exotic
woman living on a tropical island
thousands of miles away. Who is Sabine? How can she
‘igee'' what Griffin is painting when they have never met? Is she a long-
lost twin? A clairvoyant? Or a malevolent angel? Are we witnessing the
rlowering of a magical relationship or a descent into madness? This
stunning visual novel unfolds in a series of postoards and letters,
all brilliantly illustrated with whimsical designs, bizarre creatures,
and darkly imagined landscapes. Inside the book, Griffin and Sabine's
letters are to be found nestling in their envelopes, permitting the

reader to examine the intimate correspondence of these inexplicably

linked strangers. This truly innovative novel combines a strangely

fascinating story with lush artwork in an altogether original format.

ISBN 0-A7701-784~
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