
English 12 Independent Novel Study 
 

There are numerous excellent choices for independent novel studies at the Grade 12 level.  You can read 
about each of them at https://www.goodreads.com/review/recent_reviews.  Or click on the book cover. 
You may also choose a book from this list: 100 Best Books for BC Students but the book may not be 
available in our library.   Some other excellent sources are CBC Books 108 Indigenous Writers or Canada 
Reads past winners. 

1. The Handmaid’s 
Tale 
 by Margaret 
Atwood 

 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may 
leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a 
day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures 
instead of words because women are no longer allowed 
to read. 
 
(Science Fiction, Future) 

2.  A Long Way 
Gone:  Memoirs of 
a Boy Soldier by 
Ishmael Beah 

 

In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, 
tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled 
attacking rebels and wandered a land (Sierra Leone) 
rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd 
been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at 
heart a gentle boy, found that he was capable of truly 
terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing account, told 
with real literary force and heartbreaking honesty. 
 

3. Three Day Road 
by Joseph Boyden 

 

Cree Indians and best-friends Xavier and Elijah enlist in 
the Canadian Army in 1915, eager to become heroes. 
Seasoned hunters, the men become expert snipers, but 
their horrifying experiences serving in World War I will 
leave devastating impressions on each man's life. 

4. Wenjack by 
Joseph Boyden 

 

An Ojibwe boy runs away from a North Ontario Indian 
School, not realizing just how far away home is. Along the 
way he's followed by Manitous, spirits of the forest who 
comment on his plight, cajoling, taunting, and ultimately 
offering him a type of comfort on his difficult journey 
back to the place he was so brutally removed from. 

https://www.goodreads.com/review/recent_reviews
http://bctf.ca/uploadedFiles/Public/TeachingResources/BestBooks/100BestBooks-Secondary.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/books/2017/05/60-books-by-indigenous-writers-to-read-as-recommended-by-you.html
https://www.cbc.ca/books/canadareads/past-canada-reads-winners-1.4034451
https://www.cbc.ca/books/canadareads/past-canada-reads-winners-1.4034451
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43015.A_Long_Way_Gone?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/823411.Three_Day_Road?from_search=true


5. Room by Emma 
Donahue 

 

To five-year-old Jack, Room is the entire world. It is where 
he was born and grew up; it's where he lives with his Ma 
as they learn and read and eat and sleep and play. At 
night, his Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he 
is meant to be asleep when Old Nick visits. 
 

6. The Circle by 
Dave Eggers 

 

Mae Holland seizes the opportunity of a lifetime when 
she lands a job with the world's most powerful 
technology and social media company. Mae joins a 
groundbreaking experiment that pushes the boundaries 
of privacy, ethics and personal freedom. Her participation 
in the experiment, and every decision she makes soon 
starts to affect the lives and futures of her friends, family 
and that of humanity. 

7. The Cellist of 
Sarajevo by Steven 
Galloway 

 

Sarajevo, in the 1990s, is a hellish place. The ongoing war 
devours human life, tears families apart and transforms 
even banal routines, such as acquiring water, into life-
threatening expeditions. Day after day, a cellist stations 
himself in the midst of the devastation, defying the ever-
present snipers to play tributes to victims of a massacre. 
A true story of a cellist's resistance helps to form this 
pivotal event in Steven Galloway's extraordinary novel.  

8. Water for 
Elephants by Sara 
Gruen 

 

An atmospheric tale of life and love in a Depression-era 
traveling circus. Nonagenarian Jacob Jankowski reflects 
back on his wild and wondrous days with a circus. It's the 
Depression Era and Jacob, finding himself parentless and 
penniless, joins the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular 
Show on Earth. There he meets the freaks, grifters, and 
misfits that populate this world. Jacob introduces us to 
Marlena, beautiful star of the equestrian act; to August, 
her charismatic but twisted husband (and the circus' 
animal trainer); and to Rosie, a seemingly untrainable 
elephant. 

9. Curious Incident 
of a Dog in the 
Night-Time by 
Mark Haddon 

 

Fifteen-year-old Christopher Boone has Asperger's 
Syndrome. He doesn't like to be touched or meet new 
people, he cannot make small talk, and he hates the 
colors brown and yellow. He is a math whiz with a very 
logical brain who loves solving puzzles that have definite 
answers.  One night, he observes that the neighbor's dog 
has been killed, since it is not moving and has a large 
garden fork stuck in its body. Christopher knows this is 
wrong. He has never left his street on his own before, but 
now he'll have to in order to find out who killed the dog. 
What he discovers will shake the very foundation of his 
perfectly ordered life. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7937843-room?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.amazon.ca/Circle-Dave-Eggers/dp/0345808592/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+circle&qid=1558892064&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2475251.The_Cellist_of_Sarajevo?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/43641.Water_for_Elephants?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1618.The_Curious_Incident_of_the_Dog_in_the_Night_Time?ac=1&from_search=true


10. The Book of 
Negroes by 
Lawrence Hill 

 

Abducted from Africa as a child and enslaved in South 
Carolina, Aminata Diallo thinks only of freedom―and of 
the knowledge she needs to get home. Sold to an indigo 
trader who recognizes her intelligence, Aminata is torn 
from her husband and child and thrown into the chaos of 
the Revolutionary War. In Manhattan, Aminata helps pen 
the Book of Negroes, a list of blacks rewarded for service 
to the king with safe passage to Nova Scotia. 

11. The Kite 
Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini 

 

Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member 
of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. Hassan, his servant and 
constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and 
impoverished caste. Their uncommon bond is torn by 
Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the increasing 
ethnic, religious, and political tensions of the dying years 
of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching them far apart. 

12. Brave New 
World by Aldous 
Huxley 

 

Brave New World is a dystopian novel written in 1931 by 
English author Aldous Huxley, and published in 1932. 
Largely set in a futuristic World State of genetically 
modified citizens and an intelligence-based social 
hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific 
developments in reproductive technology, sleep-learning, 
psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning 
that are combined to make a utopian society that goes 
challenged only by a single outsider.  

13. Life of Pi by 
Yann Martel 

 

Life of Pi is a fantasy adventure novel by Yann Martel 
published in 2001. The protagonist, Piscine Molitor "Pi" 
Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, explores issues of 
spirituality and practicality from an early age. He survives 
227 days after a shipwreck while stranded on a boat in 
the Pacific Ocean with a Bengal tiger named Richard 
Parker. 

14. Animal Farm 
by George Orwell 

 

One night on an English farm, Major the boar recounts his 
vision of a utopia where his fellow creatures own the land 
along with the means of production and are no longer the 
slaves of humans. 
 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/77203.The_Kite_Runner?from_search=true
https://www.amazon.com/Brave-New-World/dp/B0012QED5Y/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=brave+new+world&qid=1558900036&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4214.Life_of_Pi?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7613.Animal_Farm?from_search=true


15. 1984 by 
George Orwell 

 

George Orwell depicts a gray, totalitarian world 
dominated by Big Brother and its vast network of agents, 
including the Thought Police - a world in which news is 
manufactured according to the authorities' will and 
people live tepid lives by rote.  Winston Smith, a hero 
with no heroic qualities, longs only for truth and decency. 
But living in a social system in which privacy does not 
exist and where those with unorthodox ideas are 
brainwashed or put to death, he knows there is no hope 
for him. The year 1984 has come and gone, yet George 
Orwell's nightmare vision of the world we were becoming 
in 1949 is still the great modern classic portrait of a 
negative Utopia. 

16. Between a 
Rock and a Hard 
Place by Aron 
Ralston 

 

One of the most extraordinary survival stories ever told -- 
Aron Ralston's searing account of his six days trapped in 
one of the most remote spots in America, and how one 
inspired act of bravery brought him home.  

17. Monkey Beach 
by Eden Robinson 

 

As she races along Canada's Douglas Channel in her 
speedboat - heading toward the place where her younger 
brother Jimmy, presumed drowned, was last seen - 20-
year-old Lisamarie Hill recalls her younger days. A volatile 
and precocious Native girl growing up in Kitamaat, the 
Haisla Indian reservation located 500 miles north of 
Vancouver, Lisa came of age standing with her feet firmly 
planted in two different worlds: the spiritual realm of the 
Haisla and the sobering "real" world with its dangerous 
temptations of violence, drugs, and despair. But the 
tragedies that have scarred her life and ultimately led her 
to these frigid waters cannot destroy her indomitable 
spirit, even though the ghosts that speak to her in the 
night warn her that the worst may be yet to come. 

18. Catcher in the 
Rye by J.D. 
Salinger 

 

The Catcher in the Rye is set around the 1950s and is 
narrated by a young man named Holden Caulfield. 
Holden is not specific about his location while he's telling 
the story, but he makes it clear that he is undergoing 
treatment in a mental hospital or sanatorium. 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/264196.1984?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/166562.Between_a_Rock_and_a_Hard_Place?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/292706.Monkey_Beach?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/5107.The_Catcher_in_the_Rye?from_search=true


19. Cannery Row 
by John Steinbeck 

 

Cannery Row is a book without much of a plot. Rather, it 
is an attempt to capture the feeling and people of a 
place, the cannery district of Monterey, California, which 
is populated by a mix of those down on their luck and 
those who choose for other reasons not to live "up the 
hill" in the more respectable area of town. 

20. Keeper N' Me 
by Richard 
Wagamese 

 

When Garnet Raven was three years old, he was taken 
from his home on an Ojibway Indian reserve and placed 
in a series of foster homes. Having reached his mid-teens, 
he escapes at the first available opportunity, only to find 
himself cast adrift on the streets of the big city. Having 
skirted the urban underbelly once too often by age 20, he 
finds himself thrown in jail. While there, he gets a 
surprise letter from his long-forgotten native family. 

The sudden communication from his past spurs him to 
return to the reserve following his release from jail. 
Deciding to stay awhile, his life is changed completely as 
he comes to discover his sense of place, and of self. While 
on the reserve, Garnet is initiated into the ways of the 
Ojibway - both ancient and modern - by Keeper, a friend 
of his grandfather, and last fount of history about his 
people's ways. 

21. Glass Castle  
by Jeanette Walls 

 

The Glass Castle details the story of Jeannette Walls and 
her family. Constantly short on cash and food, the family 
moves around the country frequently and tries to re-
settle. Though the family is dysfunctional, the memoir 
communicates itself without condemning either of the 
Walls parents. 

2. Night  
by Elie Wiesel 

 

Night is Elie Wiesel's masterpiece, a candid, horrific, and 
deeply poignant autobiographical account of his survival 
as a teenager in the Nazi death camps. This new 
translation by Marion Wiesel, Elie's wife and frequent 
translator, presents this seminal memoir in the language 
and spirit truest to the author's original intent. 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4799.Cannery_Row?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/590560.Keeper_n_Me?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7445.The_Glass_Castle?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1617.Night?ac=1&from_search=true

