1.5 What’s the Point? Audience and Purpose and Tone. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Instructions: Read and complete the tasks below. 

Audience and Purpose are the two most important things to consider before you begin writing any text.  If you understand these two key points before you write, then your text will be successful.
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AUDIENCE

The AUDIENCE of a text is the person or group of people that the text is written for. It can help determine the tone, formality and form of your writing. 
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PURPOSE

The PURPOSE of a text is the reason that it has been written by the writer.
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Before you start to write any text, you need to be clear who (audience) you are writing for and what (purpose) you are trying to achieve in the text.  

If you understand these two things then your text will be a success!





	
 (
PURPOSE 
Why
 has the text been written? 
To argue
To entertain
To inform      To explain
To describe    To evaluate
To analyse      to persuade
To recount      to instruct  etc. 
What is the writer trying to 
do
?
) (
Once you’ve been given a text, don’t forget to TTAP IT!
) (
Text, Tone, Audience,
 
Purpose.
When you are asked to read a new piece of writing, 
make sure you can answer these 4 questions – once you’ve 
got them 
sorted, you’ll know that text a lot better!
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PURPOSE
Why
 has the text been written? e.g.:
To argue
To explain
To evaluate
To persuade
To instruct
To entertain
To inform
To describe
To analyse
To recount
What is the writer trying to 
do
?
)
 





 (
TEXT
What kind of writing is it?
Narrative
Evaluation
Explanation
Review
Diary
Letter
Description
Poem
Essay
Speech
Advice
Article
Advertisement
Argument
Instruction
Leaflet / information
Poster
) (
AUDIENCE
Who
 is the text aimed at? 
e.g.:
Adults
Children
Teenagers
Pensioners
Men
Women
People with a specific interest (e.g. film fans)
Parents
Peers
Professionals
) (
TONE
Is the 
tone
 of the text 
formal
 (polite) or more 
informal
 (familiar or 
chatty
)?
Formal
 writing is used when the text is aimed at a wide audience, or if the writer doesn’t know the reader and wants to impress him / her.
Can you think of some examples of formal writing?
Informal
 writing is quite easy to create, but should only be used for specific audiences. It can feature:
- slang expressions that might not be understood by everyone
- phonetic spelling
- conversational tone (where the writer writes as they might talk to you).
)


















1. In the table below are a series of texts, you need to match the texts with the possible audiences and purposes that are in the grid at the bottom of the page.

	Audience and Purpose

	Text
	Audience
	Purpose

	
Anti-Smoking Leaflet
	
	

	
Advert for a Nokia Mobile Phone in Cosmo Girl Magazine
	
	

	
Letter to the Council to Protest Against Sport Centre Closure

	
	

	
The School Newsletter
	
	

	

A Fire Exit Sign
	
	



	AUDIENCE

	Parents           Teenage Girls           Smokers          Local Politicians
The General Public

	PURPOSE

	To inform          To persuade          To advise          To entertain          To instruct


2. Look at the different texts in the tables below and write down who you think the audience is and what the purpose is.



	Text
	Audience
	Purpose

	
Letter to the Head about the state of the Girls’ Toilets

	



	




	
Leaflet about the dangers of Mobile Phone use
	
	

	
NME Guide to the Ten Top Festivals of 2008
	
	

	
Instructions on how to construct an ACER desktop PC
	
	

	
Match day programme from Arsenal-Manchester United.
	
	

	
Sugar article on a new range of cosmetics
	
	






3 . Below are samples of different pieces of writing

 a. This film could easily have been cut down to less than two hours. By the final scene, I noticed that most of my fellow moviegoers were snoozing in their seats and were barely paying attention to what was happening on screen. Although the director sticks diligently to the book, he tries too hard to cram in all the action, which is just too ambitious for such a detail-oriented story. If you want my advice, read the book and give the movie a miss.(from: http://open.lib.umn.edu/writingforsuccess/chapter/6-1-purpose-audience-tone-and-content/)
In a sentence describe the purpose of this piece.  





b. The scene in which Campbell and his fellow prisoners assist the guards in shutting down the riot immediately strikes the viewer as unrealistic. Based on the recent reports on prison riots in both Detroit and California, it seems highly unlikely that a posse of hardened criminals will intentionally help their captors at the risk of inciting future revenge from other inmates. Instead, both news reports and psychological studies indicate that prisoners who do not actively participate in a riot will go back to their cells and avoid conflict altogether. Examples of this lack of attention to detail occur throughout the film, making it almost unbearable to watch.
Compare pieces 1 and 2. The audience for the first is for the general public and the second is for a presentation to an academic professor. Which one is more formal and which is more informal? Give specific examples to explain and consider point of view, level of language, and tone. 











4. Choose ONE topic and create plans for TWO different pieces of writing using different purposes, audience, format and tone for each. Note: you may have more than one in each. 

Example:

Topic: Graduating highschool

1. Purpose: To describe the moment of walking across the stage and how I embarrassed myself. 
Audience: Magazine Editor
Format: Descriptive Personal Narrative
Tone: Reflective and humorous. 

2. Purpose: To provide information and convince students to attend the prom.
Audience: Peers
Format: poster 
Tone: informal and convincing


Topic:

1. Purpose: 
Audience: 
Format: 
Tone: 

2. Purpose: 
Audience: 
Format: 
Tone: 
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