When I became a youth, it was time for me to go trapping.
By Gilbert Solomon

Pre-Reading Activities

Terms to Know (helpful but optional activity – no marks)

· syllabic

· elder

· premonition

· capsized

· pelts

Prior Knowledge (2 marks)

1.  What do you know about “trapping”?  Write what you already know or spend 2-3 minutes doing some research.  Reference any sources used.
2.  Story-telling is one of the most important forms of teaching amongst First Nations people.  Describe your own memories of stories being told by others.  What is the significance of “story-telling” in your own life?
Comprehension Questions (3 marks each)

*review these questions before reading the story

1.  After starting to tell his story, Solomon interrupts that he “forgot to mention” that his father had dies when he was ten years old.  Why does Solomon feel he needs to describe this event?

2.  Explain, in your opinion, what Solomon means by this statement: “Unlike the children of the past, these days, children are like rocks. When one speaks to a rock, the rock just sits there.”  
3.  Give a description of the general mood of the narrative.

4.  Do a short character analysis of the narrator.  
5.  Solomon’s final statement is: “There would be many books written if I were to tell you everything that happened in my life. I only talked about two things.”  Explain what he means.
Creative response (5 marks)

Think of an event or situation you have experienced that could be shared out loud.  Imagine you have been asked to share your story with a group of children.   Use an audio or video format to “tell your story”.    
